SOCIAL NORMS GROUP WORKSHOP: VIGNETTE 
Vignette: Françine and Albert 
For use with groups of unmarried women <25; Married women≥25; unmarried men<30; married men≥30 
I would like to tell you a story about a woman called Françine. I will tell you part of the story and then I  would like you to help me to complete the story and to answer a few questions about what you think  happens next. There are no wrong answers. I am just interested in understanding your perspectives. I  would encourage you all to share your views even if you don’t agree with others in the group. 
Let’s imagine that a woman called Françine lives in this community (umudugudu). She is 24 years old, has  completed primary school and is married to Albert. They have two small children. Most days Francine sells fruit and vegetables in the market nearby, as Albert does not give her enough housekeeping money to buy provisions for the household and the children. 
1. In general, what would people in this community think about Françine working at the market rather than staying at home caring for her children? 
2. Would people think that the fact that Albert’s wife works outside of the home reflects badly on him  as a man? 
Probe: In what way? Who might think differently about him? 
One day, trading is slow at the market, and Françine stays later than usual to try and sell her fruit and  vegetables. While waiting to catch a moto to get back home, Françine is seen by a neighbour laughing  with another man behind the market.  
3. Does Françine worry about certain people finding out that she was talking to another man behind  the market? 
Probe: Who? What might they think or say about this? 
When Françine gets home, Albert is already at the house and the children are crying because they have  not been fed. 
4. Do you think that Albert is likely to be angry with her for being later than usual? Why or why not? 5. Would Albert ever start to make dinner in her absence?  
Probe: Why or why not? 
6. What would Albert’s friends think if he went ahead and made dinner for the children and got them  ready for bed? 
Probes: Would they think less of him for doing these tasks to look after the house and the children? Would anyone think more highly of Albert because he helps around the house? Who?
Now let’s imagine that the neighbour that saw Françine laughing with the man behind the market told  Albert about it. 
7. How would Albert likely react when Françine arrives home? 
8. If Albert had been drunk , do you think he might react differently? If so, in what way? Let’s say that Albert is a very jealous man and as a result he beats Françine when she comes home 9. What other reasons might Albert give to justify his behavior? 
10. Are there other circumstances where Albert might feel justified in hitting Francine? Can you give  me some examples? 
Probe: (Ask about the following justifications only if they are not spontaneously  mentioned): Having an outside sexual partner; refusing him sex, disobeying him. 
11. In general, would other men in the community think that Albert is justified in hitting his wife Françine if he is displeased with her behaviour? 
Probe: Why? Why not? 
(If not raised) Would they think him less of a man, if he couldn’t control his wife? 
Would men in the community feel the same if Albert beat Francine so severely that  she had to go to the clinic or hospital for medical care? 
Would most women in the community think similarly as the men, or differently?  
Now, let’s imagine that the neighbours overhear Albert beating Françine. 
12. How would the neighbours respond if they overhear this beating?  
Probe: Would they ever intervene at the time of the argument? What might they do?   
If not, what would keep them from doing so? 
Would they try to talk to Françine or Albert about this later? Why (not)? 
As it turns out, Albert has a terrible temper and frequently beats Françine.  
13. Is it common for frequent loud, violent arguments between a husband and wife to lead to gossip by  others in the community? Why?  
In the case of Francine and Albert, who would most people in this community tend to blame for  the beating? 
14. Is Francine likely to tell someone about the beating? If so who? 
Probe: Are there any reasons that Françine would be reluctant to talk about these  problems with Albert with others? 
15. If Françine decided she needed support, who would she be most likely to turn to first? Probe: Why? What support would she ask for? 
What would likely happen if Françine reported her husband to the police? Would  things get better for Françine and her family? 
In your opinion, why don’t more women report incidents of domestic violence to  the police? Local authorities (including police)?  
16. If Françine decided to leave Albert, what challenges would she face?  
Probe: In this community, how do people typically perceive a woman who gets divorced or  leave her husband? 
If anyone disapproved, who would be most likely to disapprove? Why? (Probe if  
not mentioned) Faith community, her family, his family, others?  
Where would Françine be likely to go if she left Albert? Who would most likely be  able to take the children? Why?  
Would Francine’s family be willing to have her come back to live in their home?  
With her children? 
Is there anything else you would like to say about this story? Or about the relations between men and  women in this community and how people in the community expect married men and women to  behave?
