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Draft VYA Girl Survey 

Version Date: November 11, 2018 

Section 0: Administrative. TO BE FILLED IN BY ENUMERATOR. 

No. Question Response Codes  Skip 

SECTION 0: ADMINISTRATIVE 

0 Enumerator identification code NUMERIC --  

1 Village Badiara 
Bagayoko 
Koulandiala  
Kouméra 
Némataba  
Saré Sancoulé  
Saré Yira  
Control 1 (TBD) 
Control 2 (TBD) 
Control 3 (TBD) 
Control 4 (TBD) 
Control 5 (TBD) 
Control 6 (TBD) 
Control 7 (TBD) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

 

2 VYA girl provided informed consent No 
Yes 

0 
1 
End  

3 Caregiver provided informed assent for 
VYA 

No 
Yes 

0 
1 
End 

4 Unique respondent identification code NUMERIC --  

5 Date, time of first approach DATE/TIME --  

6 VYA girl respondent’s caregiver 
interviewed? 

No 
Yes 

0 
1 
101 

7 Caregiver unique respondent identification 
code 

NUMERIC --  

 

Section 1:  Background Characteristics.  

No. Question Response Codes  Skip 

SECTION 1: BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS – READ: “Let’s start with some questions about you and 

your family.” 
101 How old were you on your last birthday? NUMERIC (range: 10-16) 

Don’t know 
-- 

97 
 

102 What is your ethnicity? Pulaar 
Mandinka 
Soninke 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

96 
97 
99 

 

103 What is your religion? Muslim 1  
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Christian 
Traditional 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

2 
3 

96 
97 
99 

104 Do you currently live with your 
mother/step-mother? 

No 
Yes 
Refuse 

0 
1 

99 

 

105 Do you currently live with your 
father/step-father? 

No 
Yes 
Refuse 

0 
1 

99 

 

106 How many brothers do you currently live 
with? 

None 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_ 

97 
99 

 

107 How many sisters do you currently live 
with? 

None 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_ 

97 
99 

 

108 Do you currently live with or near a 
woman that you call grandmother? 

No 
Yes, live with 
Yes, live near 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 
2 

97 
99 

 

109 
 
 
 

109a 
109b 
109c 
109d 
109e 
109f 
109g 
109h 
109i 
109j 

Which of the following do you have in/at 
your home that is currently in working 
order?  
[READ ALL 109a-109j: ANSWER FOR EACH] 
Electricity 
Indoor running water 
Toilet (in-home) 
Shower, bath, or both 
Bicycle 
Motorbike/motor scooter 
Car or truck 
Cell/mobile phone 
Television 
Radio 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 

 

 

No. Question Response Codes  Skip 

SECTION 2: MARRIAGE – READ: “Now I would like to talk to you about the way that marriages happen 
in this community.” 
 
CARD GAME – USE CARDS OF GIRLS AT VARIOUS AGES FOR 202, 203 
CARD GAME – USE CARDS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR 205, 209, 214, 216, 220, 222 
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201 Have you ever been engaged to be married, 
married to someone, or living with someone 
as if you were married? 

No 
Engaged 
Married/living as if married 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 
2 

97 
99 

 
219 
219 

202 How old do you think you will be when you 
get married? 
[SHOW CARDS FOR ALL AGES 16-25; IF <16 
OR >25, PROBE FOR SPECIFIC AGE] 

I don’t plan on getting married 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_ 

97 
99 

 

203 At what age would you like to be married, if 
the decision was completely up to you?  
[SHOW CARDS FOR ALL AGES 16-25; IF <16 
OR >25, PROBE FOR SPECIFIC AGE] 

I don’t plan on getting married 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_ 

97 
99 

 

204 What things would make you feel that you 
were at the right age to be married? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

When I decide I am ready 
When my parents tell me 
When my body changes 

(menstruation, growth of 
breasts, etc.) 

When I see my friends being 
married 

When I feel I want to start my 
own family/have children 

When another family 
approaches mine with a 
marriage proposal 

When I find a man I would like 
to marry 

When my family identifies a 
suitable husband 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 

 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 

96 
97 
99 

 

205 When the time comes to make a decision 
about whether or not you are married, whose 
opinion do you think will make a big 
difference about when you stop going to 
school? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Myself (VYA girl) 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 
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206 How sure are you that your family will ask 
your opinion on whether you want to be 
married? Do you feel sure or not sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

207 How sure are you that you will be able to be 
married at the age you want? Do you feel 
sure or not sure? 
 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

208 How sure are you that your opinion will be 
listened to when the decision about when to 
get married is made? Do you feel sure or not 
sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

209 Is there anyone you could talk to about 
getting married at the age you want?  
PROBE: If yes, who? Who else? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 
 
 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

210 Have you ever talked with, asked for advice 
or support from a Grandmother about 
marriage? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

212 
 
212 
212 

211 What did you discuss and/or what kind of 
advice or support did she give? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 
 
 

She listened to what I wanted 
She encouraged getting 

married early to secure a 
good marriage 

She suggested that I wait to get 
married until I am ready  

She encouraged me to speak 
with others about my 
wishes 

She spoke with others about 
my wishes  

Anything else? 
(specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 

96 
 

97 
99 
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212 Have you ever been promised to someone in 
marriage? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

225 
 
225 
225 

For those who have been promised in marriage.  

213 How old were you when you were promised 
in marriage? 

NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

_  
97 
99 

 

214 Who were the people who were involved in 
making the decision about you being 
promised to someone in marriage? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Myself (VYA girl) 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

215 I would like you to think back to the time that 
you were first promised to someone in 
marriage. At that time, did you want to be 
promised, would you have preferred to have 
been promised earlier than you were, or 
would you have preferred to have it 
happened later? 

Wanted it then 
Would have preferred earlier 
Would have preferred later 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 
 

216 Was there anyone you talked to about getting 
promised at the age you want?  
PROBE: If yes, who? Who else? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 
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217 Did you consult with, seek advice or support 
from a Grandmother at the time you learned 
about being promised to someone? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

225 
 
225 
225 

218 What kind of advice or support did she give? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Encouraged at that time 
Suggested to wait 
Listened to me 
Spoke to parents/caregivers/ 

those who were making the 
decision 

Spoke to other family or 
community members 

Told me I was ready for 
marriage 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know/remember 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 
4 

 
 

5 
 

6 
 

96 
97 
99 

225 
225 
225 
225 
 
 
225 
 
225 
 
225 
225 
225 

For those that have been engaged, married, or living as married before. 

219 How old were you when you were engaged to 
be married/married/living together as if 
married?  
[REFER to Q201 FOR APPROPRIATE 
RELATIONSHIP] 

NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

_  
97 
99 

 

220 Who were the people who were involved in 
making the decision about you being engaged 
to be married/married/living together as if 
married?  
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Myself (VYA girl) 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community leader 
Religious leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
96 
97 
99 

 

221 I would like you to think back to the time that 
you were first engaged to be 
married/married/living together as if married. 
At that time, did you want to be 
married/married/living together as if married, 
would you have preferred it to happen 

Wanted it then 
Would have preferred earlier 
Would have preferred later 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 
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earlier, or would you have preferred to have 
it happened later? 

222 Was there anyone you talked to about being 
engaged to be married/married/living 
together as if married at the age you want? 
PROBE: If yes, who? Who else? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 
 
 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

223 Did you consult with, seek advice or support 
from a Grandmother at the time you learned 
about being engaged to be 
married/married/living together as if 
married?  
[REFER to Q201 FOR APPROPRIATE 
RELATIONSHIP] 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

225 
 
225 
225 

224 What kind of advice or support did she give? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 
 
 

Encouraged at that time 
Suggested to wait 
Listened to me 
Spoke to parents/caregivers/ 

those who were making the 
decision 

Spoke to other family or 
community members 

Told me I was ready for 
marriage 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know/remember 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 
4 

 
 

5 
 

6 
 

96 
97 
99 

 

Perceived prevalence of child marriage. READ: “Now I would like to ask you some questions about 
people in your neighborhood and community.” 

225 Have you personally seen or know about a 
girl who is younger than 16 getting married in 
the last year? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refused 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 

226 
 

Can you please tell me how many girls in your 
community around the age of 16 are married: 
none, some, many, or most girls are married?  

None 
Some 
Many 

0 
1 
2 
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Most 
Don’t know 
Refused 

3 
97 
99 

Life opportunities and roles for girls/women. 

227 In this community, can a woman _______? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Work outside of the home to 
earn money? 

Go to school past secondary 
school? 

Don’t know 
Refused 

  1 
 

2 
 

97 
99 

 

CARD GAME – READ ALOUD TO RESPONDENT: “Now I would like us to play a different game. For this 
game, I’m going to show you three cards. This card says that you agree with the statement, this card 
that you are not sure if you agree or disagree, and this card that you disagree with the statement. 
Please point to the card for each statement I ask. Let me give you an example. Let us imagine I said 
something that you disagree with. Which card would you point to? [CONFIRM THIS IS CORRECT. IF 
NOT, THEN EXPLAIN AGAIN. IF YES, THEN CONTINUE]. How about if you agreed? How about if you 
didn’t agree or disagree, meaning you are not certain how you feel? You can also refuse to answer 
any question you are uncomfortable answering by just saying ‘I refuse.’ Good! Let’s start.” 
 
CARD GAME – USE CARDS OF AGREE/NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE/DISAGREE FOR 228-235 

228 A girl should finish secondary school. Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

229 A married girl should be able to continue 
going to school. 

Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

230 Marriage provides economic security to a girl. Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

231 Education provides economic security to a 
girl. 

Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

232 Seizing the opportunity of a good marriage is 
more important than continuing a girl’s 
education. 

Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

233 Physical changes in appearance is a sign that 
a girl is ready for marriage. 

Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 

1 
2 
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Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

3 
97 
99 

234 Girls over 16 who are not married are a 
burden to their families. 

Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

235 Marrying before 16 for girls is required by our 
religion. 

Agree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

236 In your opinion, is marrying before age 16 
good or bad for a young girl?  
[READ ALL RESPONSE OPTIONS; SELECT ONLY 
ONE] 

Mostly good 
Mostly bad 
Neither good nor bad 
Both good and bad 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 

97 
99 

 
 

237 In your opinion, what is the biggest benefit (if 
any) to marrying before age 16 compared to 
waiting until older ages? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ONLY ONE 
RESPONSE – IF RESPONDENT MENTIONS 
SEVERAL, ASK HER “WHICH IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF THESE ADVANTAGES?”] 

No benefit 
Starting a family 
Economic security 
Greater independence 
Improved social status or 

recognition 
Is of benefit to family 
Infertility 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

 
6 
7 

96 
97 
99 

 

238 In your opinion, what is the biggest 
disadvantage (if any) to marrying before age 
16? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ONE RESPONSE – IF 
RESPONDENT MENTIONS SEVERAL, ASK HER 
“WHICH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THESE 
DISADVANTAGES?”] 

Having to leave school 
Getting pregnant at a young 

age 
Less freedom 
Poor health for her 
Poor health for her children 
Poverty 
Not being able to see friends 
Bad relationship with husband 
Bad relationship with in-laws 
Domestic violence 
Sadness/depression 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
96 
97 
99 

 

239 In your opinion, what is the best age for a girl 
to get married? 

NUMERIC 
Don’t know 

_  
97 
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Refuse 99 

VIGNETTE 1: “Now I will tell you the story of a girl called [Girl Name]. I would like you to imagine that 
[Girl Name] is a typical girl living in this community. Please listen carefully to her story. 
 
[Girl Name] is 14 years old and lives with her parents, [Father Name] and [Mother name] and 4 
brothers and sisters. She goes to school most days and likes school because she can see her friends 
there.  
 
One day [Girl Name’s] parents tell her that they have been approached by another family in the 
community who would like for their son to marry [Girl Name] and are deciding what to do next. The 
family and their son are seen as good members of the community and have sufficient money to 
support [Girl Name].” 

240 What do you think most girls like [Girl 
Name] would do in this situation?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree to get married, without 
voicing opinion 

Agree to get married, but only 
after voicing opinion 

Try to convince parents to 
delay marriage, alone 

Try to convince parents to 
delay marriage by enlisting 
other friends/family to help 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

97 
99 

 

241 What would other girls of a similar age to 
[Girl Name] expect her to do in this 
situation? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree to get married, without 
voicing opinion 

Agree to get married, but only 
after voicing opinion 

Try to convince parents to 
delay marriage, alone 

Try to convince parents to 
delay marriage by enlisting 
other friends/family to help 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

97 
99 

 

242 What would most parents like [Father 
Name] and [Mother Name] do in this 
situation?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree for her to get married 
Listen to her and delay 

marriage for her  
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
97 
99 

 

243 What would other parents of girls similar 
to [Girl Name] expect [Father Name] and 
[Mother Name] do in this situation? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree for her to get married 
Delay marriage for her  
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 1 CONTINUED: “[Girl Name] is very unsure about the idea of getting married – she enjoys 
going to school and wants to continue her education. She decides that she will try to convince her 
parents to allow her to wait to get married.” 
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244 Do you think that [Girl Name] will be able 
to convince her parents to allow her to 
marry later?  

Yes 
Maybe 
No 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

245 Do you think [Girl Name] would talk to 
anyone to try and get them to help her 
with convincing her parents to wait for her 
to get married? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

249 

246 Who do you think [Girl Name] would talk 
to? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ALL MENTIONED]  

Mother/step-mother 
Father/step-father 
Older brother 
Older sister 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Other family member 
Friend(s) 
Teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Youth leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

247 Who that she talked to would probably be 
in favor of her getting married? 
[SELECT ALL MENTIONED, MAKING SURE 
THAT THESE MATCH UP TO WHO SHE 
NAMED IN Q246; IF RESPONDENT HAS 
MISSED ANY PEOPLE, REMIND THEM] 

Mother/step-mother 
Father/step-father 
Older brother 
Older sister 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Other family member 
Friend(s) 
Teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Youth leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

248 Who that she talked to would probably be 
against her getting married? 
[SELECT ALL MENTIONED, MAKING SURE 
THAT THESE MATCH UP TO WHO SHE 
NAMED IN Q246; IF RESPONDENT HAS 
MISSED ANY PEOPLE, REMIND THEM] 

Mother/step-mother 
Father/step-father 
Older brother 
Older sister 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Other family member 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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Friend(s) 
Teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Youth leader 
Grandmother 
Matchmaker in community 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

249 If [Girl Name] went to a Grandmother for 
support, do you think the Grandmother 
would support her in trying to prevent the 
marriage, or encourage her to get 
married? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Grandmother would support 
her 

Grandmother would encourage 
her to get married 

Grandmother’s advice would 
depend on circumstances 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

97 
99 

 

250 If [Girl Name] went to a Grandmother in 
the community, how much do you think 
the Grandmother’s opinion would matter 
for the decision about whether or not [Girl 
Name] should get married then or not? 
Would it matter a lot, a little, or not at all? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

A lot 
A little 
Not at all 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

251 How do you think other people in [Girl 
Name’s] community would react if they 
knew that [Girl Name] did not want to get 
married then? Would they support her or 
not? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

They would support her 
They would not support her 
Neither support nor not 

support her 
It would depend on who the 

people were, some would 
support/some not 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

 
4 

 
 

97 
99 

 

252 Do you think that other people in the 
community would praise or try to shame 
[Girl Name] for trying to convince her 
parents to allow her to not marry at that 
time? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

They would praise her 
They would try to shame her 
Neither praise nor shame her 
Some would shame her and 

some would praise her 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 

 
97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 1 CONTINUED: “Now imagine that [Girl Name] is successful in convincing her parents to 
allow her not to marry then, even though the marriage proposal was good.” 

253 What do you think other parents of girls 
around [Girl Name’s] age would think of 
her parents because of their decision to 
allow her to marry later?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

They wouldn’t care 
They would support them 
They would think they were 

wrong 
They would think less of them 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
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They would be angry at them 
They would think they were not 

trustworthy 
They would think they were bad 

parents 
They would think they were not 

good members of the 
community 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

6 
7 

 
8 

 
9 

 
 

96 
97 
99 

 

No. Question Response Codes  Skip 

SECTION THREE: SCHOOLING – READ: “Now I would like to talk to you about education and going to 
school. I’m interested in your own experience and what you think is usual for girls like you in this 
community.” 
 
CARD GAME – USE CARDS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR 311, 312, 316, 318  

301 Have you ever been to school? No 
Yes 
Refuse 

0 
1 

99 

315 

302 What is the highest grade you have 
completed? 

CE 
CP 
CE1 
CE2 
CM1 
CM2 
6eme 
5eme 
4eme 
3eme 
2nd 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
99 

 

303 Are you currently enrolled in school? No 
Yes 
Yes, but on holiday/break 
Refuse 

0 
1 
2 

99 

315 

For those who are currently in school. 

304 Do you like going to school? A lot, a little, or 
you don’t like going to school? 

A lot 
A little 
I don’t like school 
Don’t know/unsure 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

305 How long do you think you will go to school 
before you stop? By this I mean will you get: 
some primary school education, finish 
primary school, some secondary school but 

Some primary 
Finish primary 
Some secondary 
Finish secondary 

1 
2 
3 
4 
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not finish, finish secondary school, or 
university? 

University 
Don’t know/unsure 
Refuse 

5 
97 
99 

306 If you could completely choose for yourself, 
how long would you stay in school before 
stopping? By this I mean will you get: some 
primary school education, finish primary 
school, some secondary school but not finish, 
finish secondary school, or university? 

No education 
Some primary 
Finish primary 
Some secondary 
Finish secondary 
University 
Don’t know/unsure 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

97 
99 

 

307 How sure are you that you will be able to 
achieve this level of schooling? Do you feel 
sure or not sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
3 

97 
99 

 

308 How sure are you that your family will ask 
your opinion on how much schooling you 
want? Do you feel sure or not sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
3 

97 
99 

 

309 How sure are you that your opinion will be 
listened to when the decision about when to 
finish with schooling is made? Do you feel 
sure or not sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
3 

97 
99 

 

310 What things would make you feel that you 
were at the right age to leave school? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

When I decide I am ready 
When my parents tell me 
When my body changes 

(menstruation, growth of 
breasts, etc.) 

When I see my friends leaving 
school 

When I feel I want to start my 
own family/have children 

When another family 
approaches mine with a 
marriage proposal 

When I find a man I would like 
to marry 

When my family identifies a 
suitable husband 

When I need to earn money 
When I need to help out in the 

home 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refused 

1 
2 

 
3 

 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
10 

 
96 
97 
99 

 



15 
 

311 When the time comes to make a decision 
about whether or not you continue your 
schooling, whose opinion do you think will 
make a big difference about when you stop 
going to school? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

My own (VYA girl) 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

312 Was there anyone who you talked to about 
staying in school as long as you want?  
PROBE: If yes, who? Who else? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

313 Have you ever talked with, asked for advice 
or support from a Grandmother staying in 
school? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

321 
 
321 
321 

314 What did you discuss and/or what kind of 
advice or support did she give? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

She listened to what I wanted 
She encouraged leaving school 

early 
She suggested that I wait to 

leave school when I wanted 
She encouraged me to speak 

with others about my 
wishes 

She spoke with others about 
my wishes  

Anything else? 
(specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
 

5 
 

96 
 

97 
99 

321 
321 
 
321 
 
321 
 
 
321 
 
321 
 
321 
321 
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For those who are not in school. 

315 If you could have made the choice about 
staying in school completely for yourself, at 
what level of school would you have wanted 
to stop? By this I mean would you choose to 
complete: some primary school education, 
finish primary school, some secondary school 
but not finish, finish secondary school, or 
university? 

No education 
Some primary 
Finish primary 
Some secondary 
Finish secondary 
University 
Unsure/Don’t Know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

97 
99 

 

316 Who were the people who were involved in 
making the decision about stopping your 
education? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Myself (VYA girl) 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

317 I would like you to think back to the time 
when the decision about your schooling was 
being made. At that time, did you want to 
finish your schooling then or would you have 
preferred to have stayed in school for longer? 

Wanted it then 
Would have preferred earlier 
Would have preferred later 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

318 Was there anyone you talked to about 
staying in school as long as you wanted?  
PROBE: If yes, who? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

319 Did you seek advice or support from a 
Grandmother at the time you learned about 
leaving school? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 

0 
1 

97 

321 
 
321 
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Refuse 99 321 

320 What kind of advice or support did she give 
you? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

She explained how the decision 
was made 

She listened to me 
She spoke with those making 

the decision 
She tried to find a way for me 

to stay in school 
She encouraged me to 

continue to be hopeful that 
I would return to school 

She explained why girls don’t 
need to finish school 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know/remember 
Refuse 

1 
 

2 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
 

6 
 
96 
97 
99 

 

Perceived prevalence of non-completion of school. Read: “Now I would like to ask you some 
questions about people in your neighborhood and community. Have you personally seen or know 
about the following events in the past year?” 

321 A girl starting primary school but stopping 
before she finished. 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 

322 A girl starting secondary school but stopping 
before she finished.  

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 

323 A girl staying in school even when her family 
wanted her to stop going to school. 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 

324 
 

Can you please tell me how many girls in your 
community have finished primary school: 
none, some, many, or most girls in your 
community?  

None 
Some 
Many 
Most 
Don’t know 
Refused 

0 
1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

325 Can you please tell me how many girls in your 
community have finished secondary school: 
none, some, many, or most girls in your 
community?  

None 
Some 
Many 
Most 
Don’t know 
Refused 

0 
1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

326 In your opinion, is it good or bad for a girl to 
complete her secondary school education? 
[READ ALL RESPONSE OPTIONS; SELECT ONLY 
ONE] 

Mostly good 
Mostly bad 
Neither good nor bad 
Both good and bad 

1 
2 
3 
4 
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Don’t know 
Refuse 

97 
99 

327 In your opinion, what is the biggest benefit (if 
any) to a girl completing her secondary school 
education compared to stopping earlier after 
getting some schooling? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ONLY ONE 
RESPONSE – IF RESPONDENT MENTIONS 
SEVERAL, ASK HER “WHICH IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF THESE ADVANTAGES?”] 

No benefit 
Economic security 
Able to get formal employment 
Greater independence 
Improved social status or 

recognition 
Is of benefit to family 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

 
6 

96 
97 
99 

 

328 In your opinion, what is the biggest 
disadvantage (if any) to a girl completing her 
secondary school education compared to 
stopping earlier after getting some schooling? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ONLY ONE 
RESPONSE – IF RESPONDENT MENTIONS 
SEVERAL, ASK HER “WHICH IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF THESE DISADVANTAGES?”] 

No disadvantage 
Not available to help in 

household 
Doesn’t earn money 
No suitable marriage partner 
Decreased social status or 

recognition 
Late to start a family 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refused 

1 
2 

 
3 
4 
5 

 
6 

96 
97 
99 

 

329 In your opinion, how much education should 
a girl receive before she leaves school? 

No education 
Some primary 
Finish primary 
Some secondary 
Finish secondary 
University 
Unsure/Don’t Know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 2: “Now I will tell you the story of a girl called [Girl Name]. I would like you to imagine that 
[Girl Name] is a typical girl living in this community. Please listen carefully to her story. 
 
[Girl Name] is 13 years old and lives with her parents, [Father Name] and [Mother Name] and 3 
brothers and sisters. She goes to school most days and likes school because she can see her friends 
there. She is a good student and would like to one day work in the bank in the nearest town. She finds 
it hard to keep up with all her work because she also is expected to do many things at home. 
 
One day [Girl Name’s] father tells her that he doesn’t think she should continue going to school and 
that she will stop going in two weeks. Her brother, who is a year younger than her, will continue at 
school until he has finished secondary school. Her father tells her he doesn’t think the money he pays 
for her to go to school is worth it given all the other responsibilities she has in the family.” 

330 What do you think most girls like [Girl Name] 
would do in this situation?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree to leave school, without 
voicing her opinion 

Agree to leave school, but first 
after voicing her opinion 

1 
 

2 
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Try to convince parents to stay 
in school, alone 

Try to convince parents to stay 
in school, by enlisting other 
friends/family to help 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

3 
 

4 
 
 

97 
99 

331 What would other girls of a similar age to 
[Girl Name] expect her to do in this situation? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree to leave school, without 
voicing her opinion 

Agree to leave school, but first 
after voicing her opinion 

Try to convince parents to stay 
in school, alone 

Try to convince parents to stay 
in school, by enlisting other 
friends/family to help 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

97 
99 

 

332 What would most parents in [Father Name] 
and [Mother Name] do in this situation?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Make her leave school 
Agree to keep her in school 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

333 What would other parents of girls similar to 
[Girl Name] expect [Father Name] and 
[Mother Name] do in this situation? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Make her leave school 
Agree to keep her in school 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 2 CONTINUED: “[Girl Name] does not want to leave school – she enjoys going to school and 
wants to continue her education. She decides that she will try to convince her parents to allow her to 
continue her education.” 

334 How sure are you that [Girl Name] will be 
able to convince her parents to allow her to 
stay in school? Are you sure or not sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

335 Do you think [Girl Name] would talk to 
anyone to try and get them to help her with 
convincing her parents to allow her to stay in 
school? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

340 

336 Who else do you think [Girl Name] could talk 
to get help convincing her parents to stay in 
school? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Mother/step-mother 
Father/step-father 
Older brother 
Older sister 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Other family member 
Friend(s) 
Teacher 
Community/religious leader 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
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Youth leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

11 
12 
96 
97 
99 

337 Who that she talked to would probably be in 
favor of her leaving school? 
[SELECT ALL MENTIONED, MAKING SURE 
THAT THESE MATCH UP TO WHO SHE NAMED 
IN Q336; IF RESPONDENT HAS MISSED ANY 
PEOPLE, REMIND THEM] 

Mother/step-mother 
Father/step-father 
Older brother 
Older sister 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Other family member 
Friend(s) 
Teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Youth leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
96 
97 
99 

 

338 Who that she talked to would probably be 
against her staying in school? 
[SELECT ALL MENTIONED, MAKING SURE 
THAT THESE MATCH UP TO WHO SHE NAMED 
IN Q336; IF RESPONDENT HAS MISSED ANY 
PEOPLE, REMIND THEM] 

Nobody 
Mother/step-mother 
Father/step-father 
Older brother 
Older sister 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Other family member 
Friend(s) 
Teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Youth leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
96 
97 
99 

 

339 If [Girl Name] went to a Grandmother for 
support, do you think the Grandmother 
would support her in trying to stay in school, 
or encourage her to leave school? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Grandmother would support 
her desire to stay in school 

Grandmother would 
encourage her to leave 
school 

Grandmother’s advice would 
depend on circumstances 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 

97 
99 

 

340 If [Girl Name] went to a grandmother in the 
community, how much do you think her 
opinion would matter for the decision about 

A lot 
A little 
Not at all 

1 
2 
3 
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whether or not [Name] should stay in school? 
Would it matter a lot, a little, or not at all? 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

97 
99 

341 How do you think other people in [Girl 
Name’s] community would react if they knew 
that [Girl Name] did not want to get leave 
school then?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

They would support her 
They would not support her 
Neither support nor not 

support her 
It would depend on who the 

people were, some would 
support/some not 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

 
4 

 
 

97 
99 

 

342 Do you think that other people in the 
community would praise or try to shame [Girl 
Name] for trying to convince her parents to 
allow her to stay in school? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

They would praise her 
They would try to shame her 
Neither praise nor shame her 
Some would shame her and 

some would praise her 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 

 
97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 2 CONTINUED: “Now imagine that [Girl Name] is successful in convincing her parents to 
allow her to stay in school for as long as she wanted.” 

343 What do you think other parents of girls 
around [Girl Name’s] age would think of her 
parents because of their decision to keep 
their daughter in school?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

They would not care 
They would support them 
They would think they were 

wrong 
They would think less of them 
They would be angry at them 
They would think they were 

not trustworthy 
They would think they were 

bad parents 
They would think they were 

not good members of the 
community 

They would think the parents 
are wasting their money 

They would say that the girl is 
never going to marry or is 
too educated 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

 
4 
5 
6 

 
7 

 
8 

 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 

96 
97 
99 

 

 

No. Question Response Codes  Skip 

SECTION 4: PREGANCY AND CHILDBEARING – READ: “Now I would like to talk to you about having 
children and what you think is the best way for that to happen.” 
 
CARD GAME – USE CARDS OF GIRLS AT VARIOUS AGES FOR 412, 413 
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CARD GAME – USE CARDS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR 408, 409, 414, 416 

401 Have you ever been pregnant? No 
Yes 
Don’t know/unsure 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 
412 

For those who have not been pregnant before. 

402 How old do you think you will be when you 
first become pregnant with a child? 
[SHOW CARDS FOR ALL AGES 16-25; IF <16 
OR >25, PROBE FOR SPECIFIC AGE] 

Don’t want children 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_ 

97 
99 

 

403 If you could completely choose for yourself, 
at what age would you want to become 
pregnant for the first time? 
[SHOW CARDS FOR ALL AGES 16-25; IF <16 
OR >25, PROBE FOR SPECIFIC AGE] 

Don’t want children 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_ 

97 
99 

 

404 What kind of things would make you feel that 
it was an appropriate time to get pregnant for 
the first time? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Getting married 
My husband wanting me to 
My husband’s family wanting 

me to 
My family wanting to 
My friends getting pregnant 
Wanting to be seen as an adult 

woman/adult 
Wanting to be seen as a good 

wife 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

 
4 
5 
6 

 
7 

 
96 
97 
99 

 

405 How sure are you that others will ask your 
opinion on when you want to get pregnant? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

406 How sure are you that you will be able to get 
pregnant at the age you want? Do you feel 
sure or not sure? 
 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

407 How sure are you that your opinion will be 
listened to when the decision about when to 
get pregnant is made? Do you feel sure or not 
sure? 

Sure 
Not sure 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

97 
99 

 

408 Was there anyone you talked to about 
becoming pregnant at the age you want?  
PROBE: If yes, who? Who else? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
96 
97 
99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

409 When the time comes that you may 
pregnant, whose opinion do you think will 
make a big difference about when you 
become pregnant? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

My own (VYA girl) 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
96 
97 
99 

 

410 Have you ever talked with, asked for advice 
or support from a Grandmother about when 
to become pregnant? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

419 
 
419 
419 

411 What did you discuss and/or what kind of 
advice or support did she give? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

She listened to what I wanted 
She encouraged getting 

pregnant early 
She suggested that I wait to get 

pregnant until I am ready 
She discussed using 

contraception 
She discussed not using 

contraception  
She encouraged me to speak 

with others about my 
wishes 

She spoke with others about 
my wishes  

Anything else? 
(specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
 

7 
 

96 
 

97 
99 

419 
419 
 
419 
 
419 
 
419 
 
419 
 
 
419 
 
419 
 
419 
419 

For those who have already been pregnant. 
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412 How old were you when you first became 
pregnant? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT PICTURES OF GIRLS AT 
ALL AGES 0-CURRENT AGE] 

NUMERIC 
Don’t know/unsure 
Refuse 

_  
97 
99 

 

413 If you could have made the choice about 
getting pregnant completely for yourself, at 
what age would you want it to happen? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT PICTURES OF GIRLS AT 
VARIOUS AGES; IF <16 OR >25, PROBE FOR 
SPECIFIC AGE] 

NUMERIC 
Don’t know/unsure 
Refuse 

_  
97 
99 

 

414 Who were the people who were involved in 
making the decision about whether you 
would delay getting pregnant or become 
pregnant then? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Girl herself 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
96 
97 
99 

 

415 I would like you to think back to the time that 
you were first thinking about becoming 
pregnant. At that time, did you want to be 
pregnant then, would you have preferred to 
have happened earlier, or would you have 
preferred to have it happened later? 

Wanted it then 
Would have preferred earlier 
Would have preferred later 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

416 Is there anyone who you could have talked to 
then in order to get help in being pregnant at 
the age you want?  
PROBE: If yes, who? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT CARDS OF PEOPLE IN 
COMMUNITY; SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Nobody 
My mother/step-mother 
My father/step-father 
My brother 
My sister 
My uncle 
My aunt 
Other family member 
My friend(s) 
My teacher 
Community/religious leader 
Grandmother 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
96 
97 
99 
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417 Did you consult with a Grandmother at the 
time you learned about possibly becoming 
pregnant? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

419 
 
419 
419 

418 Did she encourage you to become pregnant 
then, or did she suggest that you wait? 

Encouraged at that time 
Suggested to wait 
She said pregnancy would 

happen when the time was 
right 

Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know/remember 
Refused 

1 
2 
3 

 
 

96 
97 
99 

 

Perceived prevalence of early pregnancy. READ: “Now I would like to ask you some questions about 
people in your neighborhood and community. Have you personally seen or know about the following 
events in the past year?” 

419 In the past year, have you seen or heard 
about a girl in your community who is 
younger than age 16 getting pregnant? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

 

420 Can you please tell me how many girls in your 
community around the age of 16 are 
pregnant or have given birth to a child: none, 
some, many, or most girls are pregnant?  

None 
Some 
Many 
Most 
Don’t know 
Refused 

0 
1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

421 In your opinion, what age is too young for a 
girl to become pregnant? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT PICTURES OF GIRLS AT 
VARIOUS AGES; IF <16 OR >25, PROBE FOR 
SPECIFIC AGE] 

Never too young 
NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
_  

97 
99 

 

422 In your opinion, what is the best age for a girl 
to first become pregnant? 
[SHOW RESPONDENT PICTURES OF GIRLS AT 
VARIOUS AGES; IF <16 OR >25, PROBE FOR 
SPECIFIC AGE] 

NUMERIC 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

_  
97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 3: “Now I will tell you the story of a girl called [Girl Name]. I would like you to imagine that 
[Girl Name] is a typical girl living in this community. Please listen carefully to her story. 
 
[Girl Name] is 16 years old and lives with her husband [Husband Name], who she married when she 
was 15 years old, and his family. She is his only wife and no longer goes to school, where she was a 
very good student. [Girl Name] works at a small shop and is able to save some money. She does not 
have any children yet. 
 
[Girl Name’s] mother-in-law and husband would like for her to get pregnant and start a family.” 

423 What do you think most girls like [Girl Name] 
would do in this situation?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree to get married 
Convince husband/husband’s 

family to delay 

1 
2 
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Find other ways to delay 
pregnancy (e.g. 
contraception) 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

3 
 
 

97 
99 

424 What would other girls of a similar age to 
[Girl Name] expect her to do in this 
situation? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Agree to get married 
Convince husband/husband’s 

family to delay 
Find other ways to delay 

pregnancy (e.g. 
contraception) 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
3 

 
 

97 
99 

 

425 What would most husbands like [Husband 
Name] of girls like [Girl Name] do in this 
situation? Would they try to make [Girl 
Name] agree to become pregnant or delay 
her pregnancy until later? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Make her try to get pregnant 
Agree to her delaying 

pregnancy 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
97 
99 

 

426 What would other husbands of girls around 
the age of [Girl Name] expect [Husband 
Name] to do? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Make her try to get pregnant 
Agree to her delaying 

pregnancy 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 

 
97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 3 CONTINUED: “[Girl Name] wants to continue earning and saving money. She is unsure 
about getting pregnant and would like to wait longer before having her first child.” 

427 Do you think that [Girl Name] will be able to 
convince [Husband Name] to allow her to 
delay getting pregnant?  

Yes 
Maybe 
No 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

428 Do you think [Girl Name] would talk to 
anyone to try and get them to help her with 
convincing [Husband Name] to wait for her 
to get pregnant? 

No 
Yes 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

0 
1 

97 
99 

432 

429 Who do you think [Girl Name] would talk to? 
[SPONTANEOUS: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

Nobody 
Her husband 
Her mother-in-law 
Her father-in-law 
Other in-law family member 
Her mother/step-mother 
Her father/step-father 
Her older brother 
Her older sister 
Her uncle 
Her aunt 
Other family member 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
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Her friend(s) 
Community/religious leader 
Religious leader 
Grandmother 
Local health staff 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
96 
97 
99 

430 Who that she talked to would probably be in 
favor of her waiting longer to get pregnant? 
[SELECT ALL MENTIONED, MAKING SURE 
THAT THESE MATCH UP TO WHO SHE 
NAMED IN Q429; IF RESPONDENT HAS 
MISSED ANY PEOPLE, REMIND THEM] 

Her husband 
Her mother-in-law 
Her father-in-law 
Other in-law family member 
Her mother/step-mother 
Her father/step-father 
Her older brother 
Her older sister 
Her uncle 
Her aunt 
Other family member 
Her friend(s) 
Community/religious leader 
Religious leader 
Grandmother 
Local health staff 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
96 
97 
99 

 

431 Who that she talked to would probably be 
against her waiting longer to get pregnant? 
[SELECT ALL MENTIONED, MAKING SURE 
THAT THESE MATCH UP TO WHO SHE 
NAMED IN Q429; IF RESPONDENT HAS 
MISSED ANY PEOPLE, REMIND THEM] 

Her husband 
Her mother-in-law 
Her father-in-law 
Other in-law family member 
Her mother/step-mother 
Her father/step-father 
Her older brother 
Her older sister 
Her uncle 
Her aunt 
Other family member 
Her friend(s) 
Community/religious leader 
Religious leader 
Grandmother 
Local health staff 
Other (specify)_____________ 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
96 
97 
99 

 

432 If [Girl Name] went to a Grandmother in the 
community for support, do you think the 

Grandmother would support 
her 

1 
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Grandmother would support her in trying to 
delay when she got pregnant, or encourage 
her to get pregnant? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

Grandmother would 
encourage her to get 
pregnant 

Grandmother’s advice would 
depend on circumstances 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

2 
 
 

3 
 

97 

433 If [Girl Name] went to a Grandmother in the 
community and the Grandmother decided to 
help her, how much do you think the 
Grandmother’s opinion would matter for the 
decision about whether or not [Girl Name] 
should get pregnant then or delay until 
later? Would it matter a lot, a little, or not at 
all? 

A lot 
A little 
Not at all 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

434 How do you think other people in [Girl 
Name’s] community would react if they 
knew that [Girl Name] did not want to get 
pregnant then? Would they support her or 
not? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

They would support her 
They would not support her 
Neither support nor not 

support her 
It would depend on who the 

people were, some would 
support/some not 

Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

 
4 

 
 

97 
99 

 

435 Do you think that other people in the 
community would praise or try to sham/e 
[Girl Name] for trying to convince her 
husband to delay pregnancy? 
[READ ALL: SELECT ONE] 

They would praise her 
They would try to shame her 
Neither praise nor shame her 
Some would shame her and 

some would praise her 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 
4 

 
97 
99 

 

VIGNETTE 3 CONTINUED: “Now imagine that [Girl Name] is successful in convincing [Husband Name] 
and his family to allow her to delay getting pregnant.” 

436 What do you think other parents in the 
community would think of her husband’s 
family because of their decision to allow her 
to delay getting pregnant?  
[READ ALL: SELECT ALL MENTIONED] 

They wouldn’t care 
They would support them 
They would think they were 

wrong 
They would think less of them 
They would be angry at them 
They would think they were 

not trustworthy 
They would think they were 

bad parents 
They would think they were 

not good members of the 
community 

Other (specify)_____________ 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

 
8 

 
9 

 
 

96 
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Don’t know 
Refuse 

97 
99 

 

SECTION 5: EXPOSURE TO THE GMP PROGRAM:  
THIS SECTION IS ONLY FOR VYA GIRLS IN INTERVENTION VILLAGES:  
READ: “Now, we would like to ask you about activities that you may have been involved in in this 
community as part of the Grandmother Project. We will show you pictures of various activities and 
you can let us know which you have participated in in the last one year.  

501 Before we end, I would like to know about 
your participation in the Grandmother 
Project activities in this community. In which 
activities have you participated at least once 
in the past year? 
[AS YOU LAY EACH PICTURE CARD DOWN, 
READ ALOUD WHICH ACTIVITY IT 
REPRESENTS, AND INDICATE RESPONSE AT 
RIGHT. IF THE ANSWER IS ‘NO’ TAKE AWAY 
THE PICTURE.] 

1-Intergenerational forums  
2-Community days of 

grandmother solidarity 
3-Grandmother leaders 

training 
4-‘Under-the-tree’ 

grandmother-girl sessions 
5-Teachers-grandmother 

discussion  
6-Grandmother 

presentations to classes  
7-Use of story books focused 

on cultural values  
8-Women and girl forums 

0 No 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

1 Yes 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 

502 Are there any that you have participated in 
multiple times? Please show me. 
[AS RESPONDENT POINTS TO CARDS THAT 
REMAIN (THE YES CARDS), CIRCLE THE 
RESPONSE AT RIGHT] 

1-Intergenerational forums  
2-Community days of 

grandmother solidarity 
3-Grandmother leaders 

training 
4-‘Under-the-tree’ 

grandmother-girl sessions 
5-Teachers-grandmother 

discussion  
6-Grandmother 

presentations to classes  
7-Use of story books focused 

on cultural values  
8-Women and girl forums 

0 No 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

1 Yes 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 

503 Have any discussions in these activities made 
you think differently about the practice of 
cutting? 

 0 No 1 Yes 

504 Which activities? 
[AS RESPONDENT POINTS TO CARDS THAT 
REMAIN (THE YES CARDS), CIRCLE THE 
RESPONSE AT RIGHT] 

1-Intergenerational forums  
2-Community days of 

grandmother solidarity 
3-Grandmother leaders 

training 
4-‘Under-the-tree’ 

grandmother-girl sessions 

0 No 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

1 Yes 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
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5-Teachers-grandmother 
discussion  

6-Grandmother 
presentations to classes  

7-Use of story books focused 
on cultural values  

8-Women and girl forums 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 

505 Have any discussions in these activities made 
you think differently about how long girls 
should stay in school?   

 0 No 1 Yes 

506 Which activities? 
[AS RESPONDENT POINTS TO CARDS THAT 
REMAIN (THE YES CARDS), CIRCLE THE 
RESPONSE AT RIGHT] 

1-Intergenerational forums  
2-Community days of 

grandmother solidarity 
3-Grandmother leaders 

training 
4-‘Under-the-tree’ 

grandmother-girl sessions 
5-Teachers-grandmother 

discussion  
6-Grandmother 

presentations to classes  
7-Use of story books focused 

on cultural values  
8-Women and girl forums 

0 No 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

1 Yes 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 

507 Have any discussions in these activities made 
you think differently about when girls should 
marry? 

 0 No 1 Yes 

508 Which activities? 
[AS RESPONDENT POINTS TO CARDS THAT 
REMAIN (THE YES CARDS), CIRCLE THE 
RESPONSE AT RIGHT] 

1-Intergenerational forums  
2-Community days of 

grandmother solidarity 
3-Grandmother leaders 

training 
4-‘Under-the-tree’ 

grandmother-girl sessions 
5-Teachers-grandmother 

discussion  
6-Grandmother 

presentations to classes  
7-Use of story books focused 

on cultural values  
8-Women and girl forums 

0 No 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

 
0 No 

1 Yes 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 

509 Have any discussions in these activities made 
you think differently about when girls should 
have their first child? 

 0 No 1 Yes 

510 Which activities? 1-Intergenerational forums  
2-Community days of 

grandmother solidarity 

0 No 
0 No 

 

1 Yes 
1 Yes 
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[AS RESPONDENT POINTS TO CARDS THAT 
REMAIN (THE YES CARDS), CIRCLE THE 
RESPONSE AT RIGHT] 

3-Grandmother leaders 
training 

4-‘Under-the-tree’ 
grandmother-girl sessions 

5-Teachers-grandmother 
discussion  

6-Grandmother 
presentations to classes  

7-Use of story books focused 
on cultural values  

8-Women and girl forums 

0 No 
 

0 No 
 

0 No 
 

0 No 
 

0 No 
 

0 No 

1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 
 
1 Yes 

THIS SECTION IS ONLY FOR GIRLS IN INTERVENTION VILLAGES: Now I would like you to think back to 
before the GMP program started to work with you and other community leaders around these issues. 
I would like to know what your opinions were then rather than now. 

READ: “Please tell me how much you agree with the following statements about your community 
and your experience with the GMP program. We are interested to see if some things have changed 
or not after the GMP program. We will continue using the stones to help me know what your 
feelings are about each question, but instead of using the middle stone to show that you neither 
agree nor disagree, now the middle stone will be used to show that you don’t feel things changed at 
all. So, for example, I might say “The resources in the school have improved compared to the GMP 
program.” If that did not change, you would point at the middle stone. Is that clear, or should I try to 
explain with another example?” 

511 I feel I can speak my opinion more freely now 
than before the GMP program. 

Agree 
There is no difference 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

512 I feel my opinion is taken more seriously by 
others in the community after the GMP 
program. 

Agree 
There is no difference 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

513 I feel I have more support from my caregivers 
when trying to convince them of leaving 
school, getting married, and getting pregnant 
at the age I want.  

Agree 
There is no difference 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

513 I feel I have more support from Grandmothers 
when trying to convince them of leaving 
school, getting married, and getting pregnant 
at the age I want.  

Agree 
There is no difference 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 

 

514 I have a stronger connection to my community 
after the GMP than before. 

Agree 
There is no difference 
Disagree 
Don’t know 
Refuse 

1 
2 
3 

97 
99 
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